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The preparation of this Ghana Youth Manifesto benefitted from overwhelming support from 

various organisations, groups and individuals. First and foremost, we would like to recognize our 

own efforts as young people in championing and leading the processes that culminated in the 

preparation of this manifesto-including mobilising at the grassroots through the Voices of Youth 

Coalition and collecting inputs from all the ten regions of Ghana. The contents of this Manifesto 

represent our story and a testimony of our resolve to work together in contributing meaningfully 

to the development of our nation.

Throughout the year-long process of developing this Manifesto, the Project Advisory Committee 

(PAC) has provided guidance and support in ensuring that, even in the face of challenges and 

frustration, we have achieved this milestone. We are therefore very grateful to all the institutions 

that constitute the PAC, and in particular their representatives who spent many hours each month 

reviewing progress.

We wish to thank the Youth Empowerment Synergy (YES-Ghana) for initiating the 'Voice of 

Youth' project through which the idea of a Ghana Youth Manifesto was conceived. We are 

particularly grateful to the leadership, staff and volunteers of YES-Ghana for convening and 

hosting the secretariat of the Voices of Youth Coalition which serves as the hub for coordinating 

our nationwide network. We are also grateful to the interim members of the N ational Executive 

Committee of the Coalition who have worked tirelessly over the last year to expand membership 

and engagement of a nationwide movement of young people.

The writing and Coordination Taskforce deserves special mention for their role in compiling, 

clustering and summarising the thousands of raw inputs that were received for the Ghana Youth 

Manifesto, and for their role in drafting and reviewing the various versions of the document. 

Special thanks also go to our Technical Review and Advisory Team as well as the Peer Reviewers 

who found time to review and provide editorial advice on the draft Manifesto.

The production of this Ghana Youth Manifesto would not have been possible but for the support 

of various partners. We wish to thank the U nited N ations Democracy Fund, Crossing Borders, 

and the U nited N ations Development Programme for their financial support. We also thank the 

Ghana Community Radio N etwork for their cooperation on the Youth Radio aspects of the 

'Voices of Youth' project which made it possible to reach even more young people in very remote 

areas.

To all those who have in one way or the other contributed to the Ghana Youth Manifesto process 

but which have not been mentioned here, we say 'thank you' for the good work.



There is growing attention to the importance of involving young people as actors in 

their own right throughout all the stages and processes of our nation's development. 

Slowly but surely, many stakeholders are realising that investing in youth means a 

commitment not only to their improved well-being and livelihoods but also to the 

economic, social and cultural development of future generations and that failure to 

make such investments can result in steep societal costs.

The Youth Empowerment Synergy (YES-Ghana) has long recognised that the 

imagination, ideals and energy of young men and women are vital for the continuing 

development of the societies in which they live. At YES-Ghana, we believe that the nature and quality of 

young people's lives, as well as the future of Ghana's social and economic development, depend largely on 

how well young people navigate the transitional period from a protected childhood to adulthood of self-

determination. This is why we continue to work with various stakeholders to expand opportunities for 

youth to participate in and benefit from our nation's development.

Our 'Voices of Youth' project deepens our commitment to working for increased attention and investments 

on critical youth issues in Ghana's development agenda, given rising concerns over insufficient attention to 

critical issues affecting youth in our nation. Through this project, we have provided an opportunity for 

youth to articulate their concerns and to make policy input through the mechanism of the Ghana Youth 

Manifesto.

The development of the Ghana Youth Manifesto marks a new era of meaningful youth participation in the 

development of our nation. It represents the first ever effort by Ghanaian youth to work together in 

providing recommendations and ideas for concrete action for policies and programmes that address their 

everyday realities and challenges. The key policy messages that form the foundation of the recommended 

actions contained in this Manifesto can be summarised as follows:

Recognise, address and respond to youth as a distinct but heterogeneous population group, with 

particular needs and capacities which stem from their formative age;

Build the capabilities and expand the choices of young people by enhancing their access to and 

participation in all dimensions of society;

Catalyse investment in youth so that they consistently have the proper resources, information and 

opportunities to realise their full potential;

Improve the public support available to youth from ad-hoc or last-minute to consistent and 

mainstreamed;

Promote partnerships, cooperation and the strengthening of institutional capacity that contribute 

to more solid investments in youth; and

Include young people and their representative associations at all stages of the policy development 

and implementation process.

While some of the recommended actions contained in this Manifesto may be achieved in the short term, 

others can only be implemented effectively with long-term commitment and recognition by stakeholders 

that improving the lives of youth is a forward-looking process that itself requires cooperation, institutional 

support and vital partnerships across society and across the different spheres of governance. It is therefore 

my hope that the Manifesto will help pave the way for more youth opportunities, empowerment and 

inclusion.
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We, young people, aged between 15 and 35 years, male and female, hailing from all ten regions of 

Ghana, of diverse backgrounds, from different faiths and beliefs, from cities and villages, with 

varying abilities and challenges, and constituting the Voices of Youth Coalition - a nationwide 

network of over 221 youth groups and 423,457 individuals, altogether reaching over a million 

youth as of October 2012;

H aving been actively involved in the 'Voices of Youth`  project initiated by the Youth 

Empowerment Synergy through which we have built our capacities for effective participation in 

national development processes;

Inspired by the Constitution of the Republic of Ghana, the African Youth Charter, and the U nited 

N ations World Programme on Youth all of which recognise the importance of young people` s 

role in poverty reduction and development;

Appalled by the conditions of poverty and hardship, deprivation and exclusion of rural and urban 

poor, the majority of which are young people;

Concerned about the insufficient attention to youth issues in national development policy and the 

lack of structures for effective youth participation in the various sectors of Ghana` s development;

N oting the central role of youth in the economic, social and political development in Ghana and 

our potential to contribute as current and future leaders;

Recognising that as young people we have a responsibility to position ourselves as formidable and 

trusted actors in the development process;

Working in unison to place youth issues more prominently on the national development agenda 

by offering concrete alternative policy options;

Rededicating ourselves to the struggle for a just, independent, democratic, peaceful and gender-

equal society;

Pledging to uphold the values of integrity, responsibility and respect for diversity;

Determined to support inclusive national development initiatives as basis for effective political 

and economic change in Ghana;

Confident that with organization and fortitude we can make a difference to the situation of the 

current and future generations alike;

Convinced that a Ghana Youth Manifesto which provides a common platform for action by all 

stakeholders is necessary for effective advocacy for youth-inclusive national development;

H ereby adopt this Ghana Youth manifesto in furtherance of maximising the contribution of youth 

to the inclusive, gender-equal, democratic rights-based development of our homeland Ghana.
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The Ghana Youth Manifesto is a comprehensive 

compilation of youth policy options and 

proposals to place our issues and perspectives at 

the heart of Ghana's 2012 elections agenda, and 

thereafter form the basis for national youth 

policy. It contains our views, aspirations, 

perspectives and issues, and covers most aspects 

of contemporary youth development issues, 

taking into account internationally agreed 

frameworks such as the World Programme of 

Action for Youth and the African Youth Charter.

The Ghana Youth Manifesto is the outcome of 

our own interconnected efforts and those of 

various stakeholders in youth development in 

Ghana. Therefore it is owned by our broad 

constituency of youth from all parts of the 

country. It is a non-partisan document.

The Ghana Youth Manifesto is a youth-led 

response to the need for more concerted and 

coordinated efforts to addressing critical issues 

affecting us. On the one hand, it serves as a 

rallying point for us and our organisations to 

work together with one voice to advocate for 

more attention to our issues at all levels. On the 

other hand, it is an innovation which goes a step 

further by providing concrete alternative policy 

options on the decision-making table. The 

ultimate goal therefore is to achieve a more 

inclusive public policy decision-making process 

in Ghana.

The Ghana Youth Manifesto is the product of a 

year-long collaborative effort that we young 

people have coordinated under the 'Voices of 

Youth' project implemented by the Youth 

Empowerment Synergy (YES-Ghana) with the 

active support and participation of key 

stakeholders, including representatives of civil 

society, U nited N ations and international 

development agencies, the academia, relevant 

government agencies, and the media. The 

Ghana Youth Manifesto emerges out of a 

coordinated process of building a broad 

constituency and developing individual and 

group capacities.

Through a series of consultations with youth 

groups across the country, the Voices of Youth 

Coalition was created as the umbrella body 

through which the process of developing the 

Manifesto would be coordinated. Members 

have selected interim executives who lead the 

Coalition.

A series of capacity building and training 

workshops were held for leaders of the various 

groups in the Voices of Youth Coalition. 

Between March and June 2012, seven capacity 

building workshops were held altogether 

reaching 300 Youth Advocates from all ten 

regions of Ghana. These include Youth 

Advocacy and Active Citizenship Training 

workshops in Accra, Takoradi and Tamale; two 

Participatory Community Radio Production 

Training workshops in Accra; a combined 

session of Youth Media Skills and Advocacy 

Training workshop in Accra; and a Peace-

building and Conflict Prevention Training 

workshop in Tamale.

A Writing and C oordination  Taskforce 

comprising 15 competitively selected youth 

leaders from across the country was created to 

oversee the development of the Manifesto from 

start to finish with support from the Voices of 

Youth staff at YES-Ghana. Specifically, the 

Taskforce developed a framework for preparing 

the Manifesto, format and processes for 

collecting input from youth and other 

stakeholders, and actually drafted thematic 

summaries of the inputs received.

Based on the capacities developed in earlier 

workshops, the Youth Advocates were deployed 

through various mediums to collect inputs from 

young people and stakeholders at  the 

community, district and regional levels in an all-

inclusive manner. Local community forums in 

over 400 locations provided entry points for 

many unreached youth to speak and be heard. 

Symposiums in tertiary institutions provided an 

opportunity for many students to contribute to 

the Manifesto. Symposiums for youth wings of 

some political parties ensured that politically 

active youth were not left out of the process. 

Partnership with the Ghana Community Radio 

N etwork ensured that youth media volunteers 

produced several programmes on all twelve 



Ghana 
Youth Manifesto 

community radio stations across Ghana 

reaching large numbers in local communities 

and collecting their inputs for the Manifesto. 

Through the project website and social media 

platforms, many young people and other 

members of the Ghanaian society who have 

access to the internet contributed their own 

input in very creative ways. Altogether, these 

activities yielded thousands of inputs mainly in 

written form, either as individual responses 

based on a special input collection template 

developed by the project team, or as activity 

reports indicating youth  positions and 

recommendations. The project team therefore 

developed a database of all inputs received.

Based on all the inputs received, the Writing and 

Coordination Taskforce prepared thematic 

summaries, clustering the inputs under twelve 

thematic issues before developing a first draft of 

the Manifesto with the support of the 'Voice of 

Youth' project staff. This initial draft was 

subjected to thorough review by young people 

through various platforms, including an online 

consultation and a review workshop held in 

Accra. This led to the development of a second 

draft.

The second draft document was presented to a 

team of experts and development practitioners 

to provide technical advice for shaping the 

document during a Technical Review and 

Advisory workshop held in Accra. Experts from 

the U nited N ations, civil society, research and 

academic institutions, and the private sector 

reviewed the draft Manifesto's conformity to 

international frameworks and processes, and 

checked for thematic cohesion, among others. 

Based on the outcome of this review, the draft 

Manifesto received further fine-tuning, leading 

to a third draft.

A final step in the process was the gathering of all 

stakeholders at a validation workshop at which 

members of the taskforce, executives of the 

Voices of Youth Coalition, and some technical 

experts, as well as an editor and a designer 

conducted a thorough content analysis of the 

final draft before approving the document for 

press.

The Project Advisory Committee (PAC) 

provided much needed oversight for ensuring 

that the process went through smoothly.

This Ghana Youth Manifesto seeks to place 

youth issues more prominently on the national 

development agenda in Ghana. While reflecting 

the views, perspectives and aspirations of young 

people and partners in youth development, the 

Manifesto also draws from national, regional, 

an d  in tern at ion al you th  developm en t  

frameworks including the Constitution of 

Ghana, the African Youth Charter, and the 

World Programme of Action for Youth, as well as 

guidelines, tools, standards, and research 

developed by the U nited N ations, non-

governmental organisations, and academic 

institutions.

The Ghana Youth Manifesto is divided into 

three parts. Part I - Introduction provides some 

background information on the Manifesto 

including its purpose and the processes used in 

developing it.

Part II - Call to Action highlights key thematic 

issues under three broad clusters that reflect the 

challenges youth encounter. The content of each 

cluster moves from examining the concept of 

each priority area and how it is experienced by 

youth, to actions that can enhance the 

enjoyment of rights, opportunities, and the 

quality of life of young men and women. This 

format was chosen because it would have the 

most practical resonance with policymakers.

The actions recommended in the Ghana Youth 

Manifesto are directed towards all stakeholders 

in youth development, including government, 

civil society, the private sector, U nited N ations 

agencies, donors and the in ternational 

community, young people themselves, among 

others. Thus, it is important for all stakeholders 

to recognise that investing in youth calls for 

cooperation, institutional support, and vital 

partnerships across society and the different 

spheres of governance. This is captured in Part 

III- Collaborative Effort. 
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Box 3: What are youth-friendly health services?
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  Providing appropriate infrastructure and 

services for the disabled youth to facilitate 

their day-to-day living. This may include 

provision of free buses for disabled students 

to and from school, designating special seats 

and assistance for physically challenged youth 

in public transportation, and providing the 

needed equipment such as walking aids, 

white cane, special computers, tools and 

equ ipm en t  Braille m ater ials, d igital 

recorders, and hand frames. 
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Only with the commitment of all stakeholders 
will the Ghana Youth Manifesto be more than a 
statement of intent. Political leadership is 
intrinsic to the process of marshalling support 
for partnerships that work to fulfil the vision of 
the Manifesto. While the actions proposed in 
Part II of this Manifesto should be led by 
government, they are designed to engage all 
st akeh o ld er s.  Su st ain ed  go ver n m en t  
involvement in youth development should 
complement the capacity of other actors, such as 
civil society organisations involved in youth 
programmes, to avoid duplication, fragmented 
actions or initiatives with insufficient capital or 
human resources.

Inclusive policy planning to implement the 
Ghana Youth Manifesto requires more than just 
consultation with young people and other 
relevant stakeholders. Government should 
consider reforming structures and institutions 
so  t h at  p o l icym aker s  can  m ain t ain  
communication with national and local actors 
and establish the means to engage communities 
and listen to their views. When looking at 
institutional reform, it is necessary to refrain 
from simply appending youth onto existing 
efforts; profound change for youth is dependent 
on altering organisational frameworks.

The following principal partners have a role in 
the actions and recommendations discussed in 
Part II:
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Civil society comprises the multitude of 

associations around which society voluntarily 

organises itself. Independent from the State, it 

represents a wide range of interests and ties, 

from  ethn icity and religion  to shared 

professional, developmental and leisure 

pursuits, and to issues such as environmental 

protection and human rights.

Either membership-based or formed to 

produce a public benefit, civil society includes 

women's groups, business associations, elders, 

religious leaders, intellectuals, community 

associations, cooperatives, N GO s and, of 

course, youth organisations - associations set up 

and managed by individuals in the youth age 

bracket - which make up a vital part of civil 

society. Youth organisations themselves engage 

in a unique dialogue where they learn from their 

peers, share information, and act collectively.

Civil society can be a force for scrutiny of 
government or the market, can mitigate 
conflict, and inspire policies for change with the 
power to mobilise and inform. Existing 
separately from organs of the government, 
military, or the private sector, civil society plays 

an indispensable role in developing an overall 
system enabling mechanisms to fulfil the 
objectives of' the Ghana Youth Manifesto. The 
three general functions of civil society maybe 
summed up as: articulating citizens' interests 
and demands, defending citizens' rights, and 
directly providing goods and services.

The international community refers to the 

nations of the world and their  in ter-

governmental associations. While it plays 

multiple roles in the lives of youth, an essential 

role for the international community is 

cooperation in promoting conditions conducive 

to the implementation of the Ghana Youth 

Manifesto, including through assisting the 

government to translate the recommended 

actions into specific plans, targets and law. The 

international community should also provide a 

platform for exchange of good practices, 

information sharing and building a community 

of practice.

Specialised agencies of the U nited N ations, 

bilateral and multilateral institutions, and other 

international donors are encouraged to promote 

the Ghana Youth Manifesto through the 

incorporation of its goals into their plans, to 

undertake comprehensive reviews of the 

progress achieved and obstacles encountered, 

and to identify options for further action.?
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Youth participation is crucial to realising the 

objectives of the Ghana Youth Manifesto and 

should be seen as a process through which 

young people influence and share control over 

the decisions, plans and resources that affect 

them. Involving young people in this process is 

empowering to them though it is up to the other 

stakeholders, who often act as gatekeepers in 

policy formation, to involve youth and youth 

organisations in the interventions that affect 

their lives.

Empowering young people means allowing 

them to make informed decisions that affect 

their lives. Empowerment is more than the 

opportunity to influence policy; it is a process of 

capacity building that includes and often 

requires access to education, employment, 

health, and resources. If youth are encouraged 

and given the tools to fully participate in society, 

they will become more knowledgeable about 

their rights, more responsible citizens, and often 

more self-confident. Young people should be 

given the platform to take an active role in 

addressing key questions, such as what capacity 

deficiencies exist that are preventing effective 

local development and good governance. 

Enhancing opportunities for youth participation 

builds their skills and knowledge base and also 

serves to better cultivate policies that affect their 

lives.
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Given rising concerns over insufficient attention to critical issues affecting youth in Ghana and 

the lack of structures for mainstreaming youth into national policy-making, YES-Ghana and it 

partners are providing an opportunity for youth to articulate their concerns and to make policy 

input through the 'Voices of Youth' project.

The overall development objective is to increase attention and investment on critical youth issues 

in Ghana's development agenda. More specifically, the project seeks increased youth participation 

in public policy decision-making in the country. These are being achieved through the 

development of a Ghana Youth Manifesto - a comprehensive compilation of youth policy options 

and proposals to place youth issues and perspectives at the heart of Ghana's 2012 elections agenda. 

The 'Ghana Youth Manifesto' is developed by youth themselves through broad consultation with 

and participation of other stakeholders under the umbrella of a 'Voices of Youth Coalition' to be 

established.

Other major activities of the project include: youth dialogue with presidential and parliamentary 

candidates; youth conference on oil and gas; national 'Voices of Youth' conference; national youth 

policy dialogue; high level meeting on financing youth development in Ghana; among others. 

Members of the Voices of Youth Coalition benefit from capacity building training and action in 

youth advocacy and active citizenship, participatory community radio and social media 

production, peace-building and conflict prevention, as well as listing in a new directory for youth 

development.

The project thus results in the creation of a long-term mechanism to draw attention to the 

concerns ofyouth, and ultimately make Ghana a more inclusive society, where otherwise 

marginalised youth are seen and heard in public policy discourse, thereby reducing the social, 

economic and political risks of exclusion.

The Voices of Youth project started in January 2012 and is expected to have an initial time line of 

two years. It is an initiative of YES-Ghana in partnership with the U nited N ations Democracy 

Fund (U N DEF), Crossing Borders and the U nited N ations Development Programme.  Aside 

from youth groups and associations from all ten regions of Ghana constituting the Voices of Youth 

Coalition, the project benefits from active engagement with other major stakeholders, including 

U nited N ations and international agencies, civil society, the N ational Youth Authority, youth 

wings of the main political parties in Ghana, religious and traditional institutions, media 

organisations, academic and research institutions, and private sector companies.
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